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LETTER FOR PUBLICATION 

Dear Editor 

We let McDonald’s get away with McMurder in Stafford last 

Saturday.  

There we were outside their door, 18 of us, parading wheelbarrows 

laden with throwaway McWaste, all collected from the Stafford 

town- and landscape.  We waved posters with the simple demand 

‘Stop the McPlastic McPlague’.  We chatted with friendly customers 

and passers-by, some puzzled, some politely critical, some 

sympathetic. And out came the McDonald’s business manager to 

admit that he is as worried as we are about his children growing up 

in a world stuffed with plastics.  He promised to raise the issue with 

his superiors, and even took the waste from our wheelbarrows to 

feed into the restaurant’s disposal system. 

What more could we – and he – have done?   That’s what I ask 

myself, and yet there is still the niggle: whilst we were 

demonstrating and dialoguing, behind the scenes the Mighty 

McDonald’s Money McMonster was simply steamrollering its way 

across the whole planet. 

It really is a McMonster.  It could not exist without Methane-Arsed 

Cow-Herds’ Incessant New Emissions (MacHine).  The methane 

pouring out of the front- and back-ends of McCows across the 

planet adds significantly to global warming and contributes to the 

‘murder’ of the millions who die prematurely because of it each year. 

To McMarket the McMeat they need Beef Ingestation Growth and 

Metabolism Alteration Centres (Big Macs) which are given the 

puzzling official title of ‘Restaurants’.  Here innocent people are 

encouraged to eat added fats, salt and sugars, and not to worry too 



much about healthy things like 5 fruit and veg a day.  The McJunk 

food contributes to the obesity epidemic and other health problems, 

from which people die prematurely. Corporate ‘murder’? 

And so that all these premature deaths are nicely packaged they 

have the hidden McTittis rule: Make Costly Treasure Into 

Throwaway Trash In Seconds.  This is the term given to such 

processes as the cutting down of forests and drilling of oil to make 

one-use cups, forks, spoons, straws, sauce containers, burger boxes 

and all the other eating and drinking accoutrements which are 

disposed of immediately after use.  McDonald’s devastates the 

planet for immediate profit, leaving the earth an increasingly 

unhealthy place for future generations. Corporate ‘premeditated 

murder’? 

Obviously ‘McMurder’ is not the intent of the people who work for 

McDonald’s, many of them for very low pay, or even of the 

shareholders who make McMillions.  But it is what the McMonster 

requires, because there is only one fuel which can keep it going - 

McProfit.  And that will always tend to outweigh the consideration 

of the wellbeing of people and planet if there is a hard choice to be 

made. 

McDonald’s are obviously not the only culprits.  There are many 

similar McCorporations which dominate our town – Asda, Starbucks, 

Burger King and more.  The problem is the whole.  If we let these 

McMonsters get away with McMurder it’s because we support them 

in the first place.  It’s not an easy task – we are all bound up in the 

web of global corporate power in all sorts of nasty ways - but one 

thing seems clear to me: we will rarely be able to reform 

multinationals in any but trivial ways.  It will rather be by seeking 

alternatives to them that we will save health, lives and the planet. 

Roger Oldfield 

 


