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–––– 
 
 
Plastic ThinkingTM  Guidance for Compliance with EU Single Use Plastics 
Rules and the amendment to the Basel Convention.  
 
In Brussels on 21 May the new rules on single-use plastics to reduce marine plastic 
litter were released.  
 
The information provided below refers primarily to “the adopted rules on single use 
plastic” dated 21 May 2019.  
 
The final adopted rules are: 
 
A ban on selected single-use products made of plastic for which alternatives 
exist on the market: cotton bud sticks, cutlery, plates, straws, stirrers, sticks for 
balloons, as well as cups, food and beverage containers made of expanded 
polystyrene and on all products made of oxo-degradable plastic. 
 
Measures to reduce consumption of food containers and beverage cups made of 
plastic and specific marking and labelling of certain products. 
 
Extended Producer Responsibility schemes covering the cost to clean-up litter, 
applied to products such as tobacco filters and fishing gear. 
 
A 90% separate collection target for plastic bottles by 2029 (77% by 2025) and 
the introduction of design requirements to connect caps to bottles, as well as a target 
to incorporate 25% of recycled plastic in PET bottles as from 2025 and 30% in all 
plastic bottles as from 2030. 
 
The decision by the Council of the EU will be followed by the publication of the texts 
in the Official Journal of the European Union. The Directive will enter into force 20 
days after the publication and Member States will have two years to transpose the 
legislation into their national law. 
 
The Directive has differentiated dates for transposition concerning certain measures: 
The bans and the marking obligations will have to be implemented two years after 
the entering into force. 
 
Tethered caps and lids are to remain attached for all beverage containers up to 3 
litres, 5 years after the entry into force of the Directive. 
 
The additional obligations for extended responsibility of producers will have to be 
implemented between January 2023 and 31 December 2024, depending on the 
product. 
 
 
 
 



 

Copyright © SEL Group Ltd 2019 
 

 
 
In summary  
 
Regardless of the ongoing Brexit discussions it is likely that a harmonised approach 
will be required regarding the supply and management of single use plastics and 
complying with these requirements will be a sensible option for many organisations. 
 
The EU Plastics strategy also covers issues as diverse as ghost fishing gear,  OXO 
degradable plastics, Best Available Techniques reference documents (BREFs) and 
proposals for supply chain certification. It is therefore recommended that companies 
review and consider the implications of the relevant elements of the Plastics 
Strategy. 
 

 
 
The Decision of the 14th meeting of the Conference of Parties to the Basel 
Convention on 10-5-19 in Geneva, Switzerland  which has added plastic to the 
Basel Convention.  
 
Section from the Norway amendment to the Basel Convention 
 

 
 
 
In addition to these amendments a new Partnership on Plastic Waste was 
established to provide practical support and technical and financial assistance. 
 
These opinions of the author (Dr Dawn Pope) are based on this consultation 
document and do not infer any actual regulatory changes. Readers are 
recommended to review the full text using the link below before making any changes 
to their current arrangements.   
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-2631_en.htm  
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